ORDINANCE NO. 768
     AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HUMPHREY, NEBRASKA, TO FIX RATES FOR AN INTEGRATED CITY UTILITY PROGRAM WHICH INCLUDES GARBAGE SERVICE, TO SET RATES FOR WATER AND SEWER, TO PROVIDE FOR A REFUNDABLE UTILITY SECURITY DEPOSIT AND LATE FEES,  TO ESTABLISH LIABILITY OF LANDLORDS AND DELINQUENT PAYORS, TO PROHIBIT THE IMPORTATION OF SOLID WASTE INTO THE CITY OF HUMPHREY, NEBRASKA; TO PROVIDE FOR CIVIL LIABILITY IN THE EVENT OF NON-COMPLIANCE; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUMPHREY,  NEBRASKA:

     SECTION 1. (a)  Unless otherwise provided herein, the rate for use of water from the municipal water system of the City of Humphrey, Nebraska shall be Thirty-four Dollars ($34.00) per calendar month per meter connected to the water system and two dollars ($2.00) for each 1,000 gallons in a calendar month between 1,000 and 50,000 gallons and fifty cents (.50¢) per 1,000 above 50,000 gallons per meter per month.    


The rate for use of water from the municipal water system of the City of Humphrey, Nebraska used outside the city limits of Humphrey, Nebraska is the rate set forth above,  plus an additional charge of $300 per year or $25.00 per month.  

There is no charge for water used by the Fire Department in fire training or fire fighting activities.


The base rate for the use of the municipal sewer system of the City of Humphrey, Nebraska, is Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) per month for service to a residence; Thirty-six Dollars ($36.00) per month for service to a business or commercial operation; Seventy-two Dollars ($72.00) per month to a business whose primary source of income is from the sale of groceries; and One hundred twenty ($120.00) per month for service to a school.   In addition to the base rate, an additional one dollar and ninety cents  ($1.90) per 1,000 gallons of water used, based on the first water meter reading of the previous winter season shall be charged or a minimum charge of $3.80. 

The rate for garbage pickup service shall be $15.00 per month for residential (one to two persons), $17.50 per month for residential household (three or more people), $18.00 per month for rental dwellings, $22.00 per month for commercial or business picked up weekly, $36 per month for dumpster pickups, and $75.00 per month for pickup at schools.


(b)  When a utility account is created the party creating the account shall deposit and maintain on deposit with the City the sum of $175.00 to secure the faithful payment of amounts due to the city for utility services.  As hereinafter specified such deposit shall be returned to the depositor upon termination of the account and the payment of all amounts due to the city there under.   It is the duty of the depositor to in writing notify the city clerk that the account is being terminated upon a specified date, request a return of the deposit, pay all sums due under the account, and give a mailing address where the depositor may be contacted and any refund is to be sent.  Any amounts due to the depositor from the deposit shall be mailed  to the depositor at such address by first class mail no later than 60 days after such written notice.   Deposits on accounts where the account has been inactive for more than 90 days without compliance with the ordinance shall be service charged at the rate of $10 per month and terminated when the deposit is exhausted.  


(c)  All utilitiy bills shall be due and payable on or before the 15th day of the month next following the mailing of the bill.   In addition to the fees set forth in (a) of this Section 1  there shall be added a  fee of $25 on any account that remains unpaid on the first day of the month next following such billing.  Partial payments will first be applied first to garbage fees, then to sewer fees, and finally to water fees.

(d)   Except as otherwise provided herein, all fees imposed hereunder shall be paid within 30 days of being billed by the city.  In the event they are not, then service shall be disconnected according to law.  As a final step of the disconnection process, a notice of the planned time of disconnection and the amount required to be paid to avert disconnection shall be affixed in a sealed envelope to the front door of the property or other conspicuous place on the property not less than 12 hours before the planned disconnection. A fee of $50 shall be assessed as an additional charge on the account for such service of the notice of disconnection.  Such service of notice fee must be paid immediately to avoid disconnection.  In the event services to a premises are shut off due to delinquency in payment, the required deposit shall be made; all sums due for delivery of past services to such premises, all late fees, and all costs of disconnecting the service including but not limited to any cost of digging up the shut off valve, service of notice charges, and any necessary replacement of the shutoff valve shall be paid; and  a $45 reconnection fee and the $50 notice of disconnection fee shall be paid before the services will be restored.


(e)
In all cases the record property owner shall be ultimately responsible for the amounts due for delivery of services to the premises.  The fact that a tenant may have used the services or established an account in the tenant’s name shall not relieve the property owner of responsibility.  In the event sums due are not paid by the property owner and there is a lender holding a mortgage or other similar interest in the property obtained after the effective date of this ordinance, the lender shall be responsible for payment.


(f) In those cases where one or more of the city services may not  be  available because the infrastructure has not been extended to do so, the monthly billing will be adjusted accordingly.

SECTION 2. No person shall bring solid waste into the City of Humphrey, Nebraska, and deposit it within the City of Humphrey, Nebraska.  


SECTION 3.  Violators of this ordinance shall be civilly liable to any injured party for all actual damages which are a proximate result of the violation and shall be civilly liable for the cost of any legal fees, engineering costs, and investigative work done by or on behalf of the City in connection with such violation and, further, shall be responsible for any fines, penalties, or civil liability imposed upon the City in connection therewith.   Bills and liabilities under this ordinance may be certified to the County Treasurer as a lien upon the property of the violator or non-payor, or may be enforced by an appropriate suit at law.


SECTION 4.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any section of this ordinance or part thereof shall not effect the validity or enforceability of any other section hereof.

   
SECTION 5.  All ordinances and resolution and parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby repealed, however such repeal shall not affect any sums due the City thereunder.

SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall become effective after its adoption and publication as provided by law.

     INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL PERSON Stallbaumer SECONDED BY COUNCIL PERSON Reigle.    
PASSED AND APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 3 to 0  on February 20, 2023.    
_____________________________

Mayor of the City of Humphrey

ATTEST:_______________________ (SEAL)

                         City Clerk 
